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The Serbian language

Serbian is part of the language family of Slavic languages.

More than 300 million people worldwide speak a Slavic language as their
mother tongue.
Often speakers of different Slavic languages can (more or less) understand

each othet.

For example: Up to the breakup of former Yugoslavia, Serbian was one part
of the “Serbo-Croatian language”.
Until now speakers of Croatian, Bosnian and Serbian can easily communicate
with each other in their native languages — and understand each other without
greater problems.
Of course, from time to time one of them would need to clarify some

specific vocabulary.

But, if you start out learning Serbian, you will have no difficulties in diving
into Croatian or Bosnian afterwards.

Let's start out journey with learning our first words
— in six different Slavic languages!

Comparison of some Slavic languages

English | Czech | Polish | Bulgarian | Russian | Croatian | Serbian
sister | sestra | siostra sestrg sestrg sestra sestra
day den dzien den den’ dan dan
mother | matka | matka majka mat majka majka
fish ryba ryba riba ryba riba riba
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Did you realize how similar the words are? The Serbian Cyrillic alphabet
Well, of course, we picked words that are pretty similar in the six languages

Everybody who wants to learn Serbian must deal with a new script.

Serbian is written in both, the Latin and Cyrillic alphabet.

In the constitution of the Republic of Serbia, the Cyrillic alphabet has been
stated as the standard script since 2006.

But in reality, all Serbs know both alphabets and all sorts of texts are written
in either the one or the other script.

And please, be aware that Russian and Serbian are written in Cyrillic — but we
provided the entries in the Latin script for better comparison.
Therefore the next chapter will teach you the Serbian Cyrillic alphabet.

But do not fear!
Learning the Cyrillic script is not difficult at all.
For example, there are some letters that are very similar to those in the Latin

alphabet.

Letters that are similar or even identical in the Cyrillic and Latin
alphabet
Cyrillic script Latin script pronounced as...

A/a A/a [a]

E/e E/e open [£]

I/ I/ short, not stressed [i]
K/« K/k (k]

M/ ™M M/ m [m]

O/o O/o open []

T/1 T/t [t]
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Excellent! The Serbian Cyrillic alphabet
You have already learned the first seven letters!
After you have already learned some letters in Cyrillic, we will now show you

Now you have to pay close attention: the Serbian Cyrillic alphabet in a large overview:.
In the next table we will show you the Cyrillic letters, which look very similar
to letters from the Latin alphabet — but are pronounced completely different. The Serbian Cyrillic alphabet
Capital letter Lower case Latin script Pronunciation
Please, watch out! letter
These letters resemble letters from the Latin alphabet — but they are
pronounced completely different! A A/a []
Cyrillic alphabet Latin alphabet pronounced as ... b 0 B/b [b]
B/B V/v [w] B B V/v [w]
H/=u N/n [n] r r G/g [g]
P/p R/t [£] A A D/d [d]
C/c S/s [s] g b b/d [dZ]
V/y U/u [u] E e E/e €]
X /x H/h aspirated [x] X K 7 /% [2)*
3 3 Z/z [z]
You already got to know some Ciyrillic letters. " " 1/i i
It's time to learn the Cyrillic alphabet for the Serbian language in a big : : :
Overview. J J J/] 1]
K K K/k (k]
A A L/1 (1]
Mo o Lj/ [A]
M M M/ m [m]
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H H N/n [n]
b - Nj / nj |
O o O/o 9]
I n P/p [p]
P p R/t [1]
C c S/s [s]
T T T/t [t]
B h C/é¢ [t€]
4 y U/u [u]
P ¢ F/f ]
X X H/h [x]
LI I C/c [2]
q q C/¢ [tS]
11 I Dz / dz [dZ]
[ S/3 [s]

€C

* This letter is pronounced similar to the pronunciation of the letter “j” in
French.

Examples in English: jam, jeans, jar

Examples in French: Jacques (personal name), journaliste (journalist)

© 17 Minute Languages 4/26

You do not know these letters yet:

17 Minute Languages:
Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

In Serbian there are some letters — even in the Latin alphabet — that you as a

native English speaker do not know yet.

We will show you these in an extra table here.

Serbian letters you (probably) don‘t know yet

Capital letter | Lower case letter | Latin script Pronunciation
B b D/d dz]
K " Z/z [3]
Mo o Lj/J [£]
1 » Nj / nj ]
R h C/e¢ [te]
4 u C/e [ts]
LI It Dz / dz [dz]
L m S/ B
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When you learn Serbian, you have to remember five new letters and their
pronunciation. These are:

B (), XK (x), B (h), U (v) and T (1)
In Serbian there are also combinations of two letters that are counted as one

and are also spoken. However, these are not treated as two separate letters,
but are counted as one letter. These “double letters™ are:

Mo (o), Bb () and LT (1r)

© 17 Minute Languages 5/ 26

17 Minute Languages:
Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

Serbian nouns:

You should know first that there is no article in Serbian.

Every noun in Serbian has its own grammatical gender though — there are
male (m), female (f) and neuter (n) nouns.

The last letter of a noun indicates the grammatical gender of the noun.
For example:

mladi¢ (m) — youngster, young man

zena (f) — woman

more (n) — sea

Rules of thumb:
How will I recognize a Serbian noun's gender?

» Masculine nouns often end in a2 consonant.
For example:
momak / momak — man
> Feminine nouns usually end in -a.
For example:
skeHa / Zzena — woman
> Neuter nouns normally end in -e or -o.
For example:
Mope / more — sea

Please note:

There are numerous exceptions to the above mentioned rules.

You will be on the safe side if you memorise the Serbian noun's gender from
the start.
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Building the plural of Serbian nouns

The following table shows you the general rules for building the plural forms

of Serbian nouns:

How to build the plural of Serbian nouns
singular plural
masculine consonant -i
For example: For example:
nornuc / potpis normuck /potpisi
(signature) (signatures)
feminine -a -e
For example: For example:
sxeHa / Zzena sKxeHe /zene
(woman) (women)
neuter -e, -0 -a
For example: For example:
ceao / selo ceaa / sela
(village) (villages)
Nonetheless ...
You have to take a closer look at some exceptions:
© 17 Minute Languages 6/26

17 Minute Languages:
Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

Exceptions in building the plural form of masculine Serbian nouns:

(1) Please look out for masculine nouns ending in g, h or k: These

@

©)

consonants at the end of the word change when adding an -i for
building the plural.

r—3/g—oz

For example:

cyupyr / suprug — cyupysu / supruzi

(husband — husbands)

x—c/h—s

For example:

tenux / tepih — rermcn / tepisi

(carpet — carpets)

k—n/k—c

For example:

nyrauk / putnik — nyraEmm / putnici

(passenger — passengers)

Some male nouns form their plural with the ending: -oBn / -ovi.
For example:

rpaa / grad — rpaposu / gradovi

(city — cities)

Some nouns ending on a soft consonant form their plural with the
ending: -eu / -evi.

For example:

uaj / Caj —uajeBu / ¢ajevi

(tea — teas)
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Exceptions in building the plural form of feminine Serbian nouns:

As a rule we already know that most feminine Serbian nouns end in -a.
However, if you encounter a feminine noun ending in a consonant, you can
treat it like a masculine noun and add an -u / -i for building the plural.

For example:

6oaect / bolest — 6oaectir / bolesti

(disease — diseases)

crBap / stvat — crBapu / stvati

(thing — things)

Exceptions in building the plural form of neuter Serbian nouns:

Some neuter Serbian noun consisting of two syllables,
form their plural with -xa/ -na.

For example:

ume / ime — mMena / imena

(name — names)
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7 cases of the Serbian language:

If we want to master Serbian, we have to deal with seven (that's right ...
seven ...) cases.

Below we will give you an overview over those seven cases and their functions
within a Serbian sentence.

1** case: Nominative

The subject of every Serbian sentence is in the nominative case.

If you are asking for the subject in a Serbian sentence, you use the
interrogative pronouns Tko/ Tko? (who?-m/f) / I1Ita/ Sto? (what?-n).
For example:

[Terap rokaama cBojoj npujaresurm Aun Oyker npeha./

Petar poklanja svojoj prijateljici Ani buket cveca.

(Petar gives flowers to his friend Ana.)

https://www.az-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/


https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/

Minute

LANGUAGES

2" case: Genitive

The genitive in Serbian describes relations — like ownership, temporal
relations or spatial distances.
We also use the genitive in Serbian when we talk about quantity and numbers
of persons or things.
The genitive is used to describe the origin of persons or things.
Some Serbian prepositions demand to be combined together with a genitive
form.
For example:

«  0e3 / bez (without)

« A0/ do (until)

+  wucroa/ispod (underneath)

« wu3/iz (out of)

+ wu3a/iza (hinter)

+  wmsHap/iznad (above)

«  koa/kod (by)

« oa/od (from)

«  mo/po (on)

« mopea/pored (next to)

+ mpeko/preko (over)

« 1pe/pre, nporus/protiv (against)

and many more...
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Also certain expressions of time only want to be seen and heard together
with the genitive.

If you are asking for a genitive form in a Serbian sentence, you use the
interrogative pronouns Kora?/ Koga? (whose?-m/f) or Uera/ Cega? (whose?-
n).

For example:

Oso je usche Anure cecrpe./

Ovo je cvece Anine sestre.

(These ate the flowers of Ana's sister.)

Omna KIBHI OABOJEHO OA ITOPOAHIIE. /
Ona zivi odvojeno od porodice.
(She lives separated from her family.)

3 case: Dative

The function of the dative in a Serbian sentence is to mark the indirect
object.

If you analyse a Serbian sentence and you want find out where the dative
form is located, you ask:

Komy?/ Komu? (whom?, when the noun in the dative is animated)
Yemy?/ Cemu? (whom?, when the noun in the dative form is inanimated)
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Some Serbian verbs are always followed by the noun in the dative, e.g:
« arn/dati (to give)
+  Aaposaru/darovati (to gift)
«  pehu/redi (to say)
xynwru/kupiti (to buy)
+  Hammcaru/napisati (to write down)
+ mocaaru/poslati (to send)
«  nmoxaauru ce/pozaliti se (to regret)

Also you need to get acquainted with Serbian prepositions that ask for the
usage of the dative: x/k, ka/ka, Hanomak/nadomak, nacynpor/nasuprot,
pema/prema, npoTus/ protiv, yipkoc/uprkos, zaroxsar/nadohvat

For example:

[Terap mokaama cBOjOj IpHjaTe/SUIE AHE Oyker 1Beha. /
Petar poklanja svojoj prijateljici Ani buket cveca.

(Petar gives flowers to his friend Ana.)

4™ case: Accusative

The function of the accusative in a Serbian sentence is to mark the direct
object.

If you a searching for the accusative in a Serbian sentence, you ask:
Kora?/ Koga? (Who?)

Yera/ Cega? (What?)
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The accusative is often used together with verbs that signalize a movement.
For example:

Garrrn/baciti, (to throw)

aosecrr/donijeti, (to bring)

jypura/juriti, (to hurty)

BO3uTH ce/voziti se (to drive)

Some Serbian prepositions call for the use of the accusative, e.g:
kpos/kroz, (through)
meby/medu, (in between)
Ha/na, (on top of)
naa/nad, (above)

uus/ niz, (out of)

o/ o, (of)

po, (over smth.)

oA/ pod, (under smth.)
pea/ pred, (infront of)
y/u, (in)

3a/za (for sth./so.)

For example:

[Terap mokaara cBojoj npujatesuny Aun Oyker rseha./
Petar poklanja svojoj prijateljici Ani buket cveca.

(Petar gives flowers to his friend Ana.)
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5™ case: Locative Please, try to get acquainted with this new case ending;
The English language doesn't know a case like this.
A Serbian noun with a locative ending describes the wheteabouts / the

location of a person or an object. These prepositions stand together with instrumental case endings:
If you try to track down a noun in the locative in a Serbian sentence, you ask: «  wmeby/ medu (in between)
I'ae / Gdje? (whete?) « wusHaA (a)/ nad (a) (above)
O uemy/O cemu (whete of?) « moA (a)/ pod (a) (under smth.)
« upe/ pred (infront of)

And please remember: the locative in Serbian always comes with a « ca(a)/s(a) (with)
preposition! «  3a/ za (for sth. /so0.)
It can come with the following:

. Ha/na (on) For example:

- o/o (of) Amna pexe nsehe HomkeM. /

- 1mo/po (over smth.) Ana reze cvede nozem.

+  ympu/u pri (at) (Ana cuts the flowers with a knife.)
For example: 7™ case: Vocative
Amnwnno usehe croju Ha croay./
Anino cvece stoji na stolu. We find vocative case endings in Serbian whenever we want to address
(Anas flowers are on the table.) another person.

For example:
6™ case: Instrumental Ama, romeo cam i nsehe./
Ana, doneo sam ti cvece.

With the instrumental case Serbian describes the means / the device with (Ana, I brought you flowers.)

what an action is executed.

With the help of these question words, you can identify Serbian nouns with
instrumental endings:

Ca knm/S kim? (with whom?)

Unme/Cime? (with what?)
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To build correct sentences in Serbian, you have to learn the case endings by
heart.

To help you in learning all the case endings, we want to provide you with a
system:

Serbian nouns can be grouped in three types of declension: the “a
declension”, the “e declension” and the “i declension”.

The following chapter will show you tables and tell you more about this
system.
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Three types of declension in Serbian

1. a-declension:

This group contains all masculine (m) and neuter (n) nouns which take the -a
ending in the genitive singular.

The following table provides you with a synopsis:

Synopsis:
Case endings of -a declension
Singular Plural
Nom. m: -u, n: -a/
m: consonant; n: -€,-0 .
-1, n:-a
Gen. -a -a
Dat. / Loc. -y/ -uma/
u -ima
Acc. m: consonant; n: -¢, -0 m: -e, n: -a
Instr. -oM, -em/ -uma/
-om,-em -ima
Voc. m: -e, -u; n: -€, -0 m: -u, n: -a/
-1, n: -a

https://www.az-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/



https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/

)
(¢Minute
LANGUAGES
17 Minute Languages:

Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

2. e-declension 3. i-declension
All feminine nouns ending in -e in the genitive singular, follow this declension All female nouns end in -i in the genitive singular.
pattern.
The following table provides you with a synopsis: Overview: Case endings of I-declination
Synopsis: Singular Plural
Case endings of -e declension Nom. / Acc. consonant 'P{/
Singular Plural N
Gen. / Vok. - -
Nom. -a -€ en. / Vo 5_71/ };/
Gen. < - Dat. / Loc. -1 -rma/
Dat. / Loc. -u/ -ama/ -ima
-1 -ama Instr. -y, -jy/ -mva/
Acc. -y/ -e -i, -ju -ima
-u
Instr. -om/ -ama/
-om -ama
Voc. -0 -e
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Serbian adjectives

Serbian adjectives adapt to the noun they refer to.
Doing this, they take the same gender (masculine, feminine or neuter), the

same number (singular or plural) and the same case as the noun they refer to.

How can you recognise the grammatical gender
of Serbian adjectives?

> Masculine adjectives end in a consonant of -i.
For example:
BeAmk crpax(m)/ velik strah(m) (great fear)
> Feminine adjectives end in -a.
For example:
Beanka Hapa(f) / velika nada(f) (great hope)
> Neuter adjectives end in -o.
For example:
Beanko ceao(n) / veliko selo(n) (large village)

There are two types of Serbian adjectives:

> descriptive adjectives
> relative adjectives

What's good to know about descriptive adjectives in Serbian?
The function of descriptive adjectives in Serbian is to name the qualities and

characteristics of animate and inanimate beings.
Serbian descriptive adjectives are declined and can be compared.
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Firstly there are definite descriptive adjectives. They have the same
case endings as Serbian possessive pronouns.

You find the definite form of a descriptive adjective if it answers to
the following question:

Koju? / Koji? (Which (one)?)

For example:

Koju je 1B0j maar / Koji je tvoj $al?/

Moj mraa je onaj seaenu? / Moj $al je onaj zeleni.

(Which scarf is yours? My scarf is the green one.)

Secondly we have to distinguish indefinite descriptive adjectives.
They have the same case endings as the Serbian nouns.

You find the indefinite form of a descriptive adjective if it answers to
the question:

Kakav? (What (kind of)?)

For example:

Kaxas je cenasuu? / Kakav je sendvic?

Cenasud je ykycan. / Sendvic je ukusan.
(What's he sandwich like? The sandwich is delicious.)

Regarding comparison:

When it comes to comparison of adjectives, the distinction of these
two types plays no role any more. For both types of descriptive
adjectives the same rules apply for building the comparison forms.

https://www.az-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/


https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/

Rules for comparison of Serbian descriptive adjectives:

Comparative degree:
word stem of desctiptive adjective + uju/-iji (m); uja/-ija (f); uje/-ije (n)

For example:

crap / star (old — elder):
m: crapuju / stariji

f: crapuja / starija

n: crapuje / starije

xAaaad / hladan (cold — colder):
m: xaaauuju / hladniji

f: xaaannja / hladnija

n: xaapHuje / hladnije

Superlative degree
Haj/naj + comparative degree
For example:
crap / star (old — eldest):
m: crapuju / statiji (elder) — majcrapuju / najstariji (eldest)
f: crapuja / starija (elder) — majcrapuja / najstarija (eldest)
n: crapuje / statije (elder) — Hajcrapuje / najstarije (eldest)
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Commonly used adjectives with irregular comparison:
good:

A0bap / dobar — 6omu / bolji — Hajboru / najbolji
bad:

Aot / lo§ — ropu / goti — majropn / najgori

big, tall:

Beank / velik — Behu / vedi — najsehn / najveci
small, short:

maan / mali — mamu / manji — mHajmamu / najmanji

What's good to know about relative adjectives in Serbian?

Let's take a closer look at the second type of adjectives in Serbian, the relative
adjectives.

Relati*ve adjectives describe the relations between animate/inanimate beings.
The English language would tend to use several nouns to describe relations
like this — but Serbian is handling this job with the help of adjectives.

For example:

Mopckn BasAyx / morski vazduh (sea air)

rpaacku ayrodyc / gradski autobus (city bus)

Ja mayumm rpamaTHKy CPIICKOT je3HKa.
Ucim gramatiku srpskog jezika.
(I'm learning Serbian grammar(lit.: the grammar of the Serbian language).)

Koju je 6m0 Barir CTyA€HTCKH KUBOT?

Kakav je bio tvoj studentski zivot?
(What was your student life like?)

https://www.az-minute-languages.com/en/learn-serbian/
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The related adjectives occur only in the certain form, are declined, but they
cannot be put in forms of comparison.

Relative adjectives can be derived from nouns by adding an ending (e.g: -
cku/-ski; -ou/-nji).

A subcategory of relative adjectives are possessive adjectives:

They are formed from nouns.
There are male, female and substantive forms.
These have to be declined.

For example:

Anwmn 6par / Anin brat (Ana's brother)

Mapujanosa cecrpa / Marijanova sestra (Marijan's sister)
Gakuna xacuna / bakina haljina (grandmother's dress)
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Serbian adverbs:

This chapter provides some good news for you:

Serbian adverbs are not distinguished by gender — they always and only have
one form.

And: Serbian adverbs are not declined.

The comparison of Serbian adverbs follows the same rules as Serbian
adjectives.

For example:

Aapmnan A06po kysa./ Adrian dobro kuva.
(Adrian cooks well.)

Mapujau kyBa 6ome./ Marijan kuva bolje.
(Marijan cooks better.)

Moj oran kysa Hajbose./ Moj otac kuva najbolje.
(My dad cooks best.)
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The Serbian verb system

The infinitive ending of all Serbian verbs is either -¢i or -ti.

This is how you will encounter them when you look something up in your
Serbian dictionary.

For example:

6uru / biti (to be)

nuraty / pitati (to ask)

Finding the infinitive stem of a verb:
suffix on -ti: delete this suffix to get the infinitive stem
ending on -sti /-¢i: infinitive stem form = present stem form

You need the infinitive stem form to build the past and the conditional tense.

The four verb classes are named: a-/e-/je-/i-class
Finding the present stem of Serbian verbs:
1. pers. sentence in the present tense - present tense

The present tense form is needed to form the remaining times.
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What is the 'aspect' of a Setbian verb?

Let's tackle a brand new grammatical concept!

Maybe you already heard of this or read about it: Serbian verbs also come
with an 'aspect’.

Understanding what the grammatical concept of the aspect is, may decide
over your success in learning Serbian. (So, maybe you'd like to read more
about this. We would like to refer you to the corresponding entry in Wikipedia
for further studying)

The term "aspect’ refers to the line of sight that the narrator of sentence has
on the events.

The aspect of a verb helps to desctibe how (the manner/ the modality) the
events take place.

Serbian verbs distinguish a imperfective and a perfective aspect.

The following table shows the differences and will help you to pick the
correct aspect type.
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Synopsis: Verbal aspect in Serbian

Imperfective verbal aspect:

Perfective verbal aspect:
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Presence form of the important verb "biti" (to be):

Presence forms of the verb '"to be".

keyword: keyword:
time and time again ... now! I am ja cam / ja sam
focus is on the progression focus is on the result you are ™ cu / t si

of the action

of the action

happens time and time again /
recurring action

happens only one time

he, she, it is

OH, OH2, OHO je / on, ona, ono je

Mapko poaaje ayromobuae./
Marko prodaje automobile.
(Marko sells cars.)

Mapko je 6p30 IPOAAO CBOj cTapu ayTo./
Marko je brzo prodao svoj stari auto

(Marko quickly sold his old car.)
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we are Mz cMo / mi smo

you are BU cre / Vi ste

they are oHH, OHE, OHA €y / oni, one, ona su
Negation of "biti"

I am not ja HECaM / ja nisam

you are not

TH HUCH / ti nisi

he, she, it is not

OH, OH2, OHO HHje / on, ona, ono nije

we are not

MH HECMO / mi hismo

you are not

BU HHCTe / Vi niste

they are not

OHM, OHE, OHA HUCY / oni, one, ona nisu
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Formation of the perfect participle:
norm: infinitive stem form + ending

Endings for the past participle:

m: -0/-0 (sg) -au/-li (pl.)
f: -aa/-la (sg) -ae /-le (pl.)
n: -a0/-1o (sg) -aa/-la (pl.)

Building the past tense:
norm: (negated) present tense of the verb ,,biti + past participle
For example:
m: ja caM mrao/ja sam isao
f: ja cam mmiaa/ja sam isla
(I went)
m: ja Hrcam uirao/ ja nisam isao;

f: ja mucam niaa/ja nisam isla

(I did not go)
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Past tense of the verb,,biti*:

«  Jacam 6uo (m) / 6uaa (f) / Ja sam bio (m) / bila (f)
— I have been

« Tt cu 6mo (m) / 6uaa () / Ti si bio (m) / bila (f)
— you have been

+ oH(a) je bmo (m) / 6uaa (f) / On(a) je bio (m) / bila (f)
— he / she has been

«  Mu cMo 6mAn/OnAe / mi smo bili/bile
— we have been

«  BHE cre 6man/6mae / vi ste bili/bile
— you have been

+  oun cy buan/6uae / oni su bili/bile
— they have been

Aorist tense of the verb “biti” (to be):

This chapter presents you another “new’” tense that the Serbian language
features: the aorist.

It's important to know that only perfective verbs are able to build a aorist
form. (Maybe you'd like to revise the chapter on the aspect in this context.)

As this verb form is only used in written Serbian, we will leave it at presenting
you the aorist form of the verb “biti” (to be) — as you will later need these to

build the conditional.

If you translate the Serbian aorist into English, we advice you to use the
imperfect — as you certainly noticed above.
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Aorist tense of the verb “biti” (to be): If you want to look up the corresponding chapters, please visit the chapter on
the past tense form of “biti” and the rules and explanations on building the
This chapter presents you another “new” tense that the Serbian language past participle of Serbian verbs.

features: the aorist.
For example:

It's important to know that only perfective verbs are able to build a m: Ja cam Omo nrrao / ja sam bio iSao
aorist form. f: Ja cam bila nmiaa / ja sam bila isla
(I had gone)

oux / bih — I was
6u / bi — you were

ou / bi — he was Building the future tense in Serbian:

oucmo / bismo — we were

Hucre / biste — you were Now, let's take a look into the future and learn to express everything we wish
6ure / bise — they were for in the Serbian future tense.

General rule for building the Serbian future tense:
Building the past perfect in Serbian:
present tense of “htjeti” + infinitive of the verb
If you really love reading Serbian novels, you will encounter the Serbian past

petfect. jahy/ ja u—1 will

Today this verb form is mostly vanished from spoken language and only i herr / ti ées — you will

found in literature. oH, oHa; oo he / on, ona, ono ¢e — he/she/it will
So, you don't have to be actively able to build the tense — it's enough to mu hemo / mi ¢emo — we will

recognise it when you read it in a text. Bu here / vi ¢ete — ihr werdet; oni ¢e — you will

xohe / hoce — they will
General rule for building the past perfect:

past tense of “biti” + past participle
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Please note that the future tense in serbian as shown can be translated in
Serbian as both 'will' and 'going to' future.

For example:

Bpewme he 6urn A06po / Vreme Ce biti dobro. — The weather will be good.

Ja hy yawrru/ja ¢u uciti — I'm going to study
Building the conditional:
General rule for building the conditional:
aorist form of “biti” + past participle
For example:
m: Ja 6ux maakao / ja bih plakao

f: Ja 6ux maakala / ja bih plakala
(I would cry)
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Building the passive participle:

You will need this verb form to build (or recognize) the passive voice in
Serbian.

General rule for building the passive participle:

infinitive stem + ending

m: sg.: -H /-n; pl.: -Hu / -ni
f: sg.: -Ha /-na; pl.: -He / -ne
n: sg.: -HO /-no; pl.: -Ha / -na

For example:
Aerio je 6urtn Bosden / Lijepo je biti voljen.
(It's nice to be loved.)
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Serbian pronouns:

Serbian personal pronouns

Please keep in mind that there is a profound difference between English and
Serbian when it comes to using personal pronouns:

Personal pronouns are much less frequently used in Serbian.

The average Serbian sentence doesn't usually mention the personal pronouns,
because the verb form already shows who is meant.

But, whenever the pronoun is to be emphasised, the personal pronoun is
mentioned.

Synopsis: Serbian personal pronouns (nominative form)

Singular:

ia / ja (1)

T / ti (you)
on / on (he)
ona / ona (she)
ono / ono (it)

Plural:

mu / mi (we)

By, Bu / vi, Vi (you-informal, you-formal)
onu / oni (they-m)

one / one (they-f)

ona / ona (they-n)

© 17 Minute Languages 21/26

17 Minute Languages:
Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

Personal pronouns are declined and there are two types: stressed and
unstressed.

The stressed, long form can be found at the beginning of a sentence and after
prepositions like a /i / ni.

For example:

Hemy je momorao yumres, menn uuje./

Njemu je pomogao ucitelj, meni nije.

(The teacher helped him — not me.)

The unstressed, short forms count as clitics.
For example:

3nenaauaa ux je./

Iznenadila ih je.

(She surprised her.)

Serbian possessive pronouns:

Just like English, Serbian uses possessive pronouns to mark possession.
Serbian possessive pronouns behave like adjectives — they adjust to the word
they refer to in gender, number and case ending,

For example:

MOj Tata / moj tata (my father)
moja kyha / moja kuca (my house)
Moje ceao / moije selo (my village)
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The demonstrative pronouns in Serbian:

These pronouns have the task to show something or to refer to something;
They are declined according to the scheme of the short form of adjectives.

Overview:

m: oBaj/ovaj — this one Taj/taj — this one | onaj/onaj — this one
f: oBa/ova — this one Ta/ta — this one ona/ona — this one
n: oBo/ovo — that one to/to — that one |oHO/0no — that one

Interrogative pronouns in Serbian:

Most Serbian interrogative pronouns have to be declined.
We will show you an overview of the most common interrogative pronouns
in nominative form as a starting point for further studying.

Ko? / Tko? - Who?

[IIta? / Sta? - What?

Kaxkas? / Kakav? - What kind?
Kaa, Kaaa? / Kad?, Kada? - When?
3amrro? / Zasto? - Why?

I'ae? / Gdje? - Where?

Koanxo / Koliko? - How much?
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Building Serbian sentences

Basic structure of Serbian sentences:
Let's take a look at the basic structure behind Serbian sentences:
Subject (N) — predicate — indirect object (D) - direct object (A).

A subject (in the nominative form) is followed by the verb/ the predicate.
After this we find a indirect object (in the dative form) and last but not least
the direct object (with an accusative case ending).

For example:

AHa 1uIe cBoM oIy IHcMO,/

Ana (subject) pise (predicate) svome ocu (indirect object) pismo (direct
object).

Ana writes a letter to her father.

Negation in Serbian sentences:

To negate a Serbian sentence, we use the tiny word “ne”.
You place “ne” in front of the verb.

For example:

Mobuanu teaedoH He pasu./

Mobitel ne radi.

(The mobile/cell phone does not work.)
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If a Serbian sentence contains an auxiliary verb (e.g:: biti — to be), “ne”

merges with the auxiliary verb.

For example:

3AaTKO HEMa HOBIIA. /

Zlatko nema noveca.

(Zlatko has no money. /Zlatko does not have money.)

© 17 Minute Languages

23/ 26

17 Minute Languages:
Serbian Grammar at a Glance!

The Clitic (support words) in Serbian:

The clitics are monosyllabic “supporting words” that have a fixed place in the
sentence structure.
The correct placement of clitics is the true mastery of the Serbian language.

Clitics always appear in the following order:

1. first comes the question particles “An/1i”

2. followed by the verbal particles
cam/sam, cu/si, je/je, cMo/smo, cre/ste, cy/su
(short for “biti” in the present tense)
hy/¢éu, hemr/ces, he/ce, hemo/éemo, here/Cete
(short for “htjeti”)
6ux/bih, 6u/bi, 6ucmo/bismo, 6ucre/biste
(aorist forms of “biti”)

3. in third place are the pronominal particles
(first in the dative, then in the accusative)

4. in the fourth place follows the unstressed form of the reflexive
pronoun ,,ce /se®

For example:

3uam au rae je WC (roaner)?/

Znas li gde je WC (toalet)?

(Do you know where the restrooms are?)

M ja 6ux paamje craHOBaAa cama. /

I ja bih radije stanovala sama.
(I would also rather live alone.)
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Serbian numbers

IO
—
S

HyAa/nula

jeaan/jedan

ABa/dva

Tpu/ tri

gyerupu/ Cetiti

et/ pet

rrect/ $est

ceaaM/sedam

ocaMm/osam

11-20
jeaaraect/jedanaest 11
ABaHaecT/dvanaest 12
TpuHaecT/ trinaest 13
gerpHaect/ Cetrnaest 14
retHaecT/ petnaest 15
mecHaect/ $esnaest 16
ceaamuaecT/sedamnaest 17
ocaMHaecT/osamnaest 18
AesetHaect/devetnaest 19
ABaaecet/dvadeset 20

Aeset/devet

Aecer/deset

— O 0| I ||V O

[en)
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21-1.000 Days of the week
ABaaeceT (1) jeaar/dvadeset (i) jedan |21
ABasecer (1) ABa/dvadeset (i) dva 22 Days of the Week
Tpuaecer/ trideset 30 l;%i?d?;ja;(k/ Monday
Tpuaecer jeaan /trideset jedan 31 yropar/ Tuesday
TpuAeceT ABa/trideset dva 32 utorak
gerpaecer/Cetrdeset 40 cpujay/ Wednesday
gerpaecer jeaan/Cetrdeset jedan 41 stijda
gyerpaecer ABa/Cetrdeset dva 42 q?:i:ilﬁ/ Thursday
reaecer/ pedeset 50 — Friday
mme3aecet/ Sezdeset 60 petak
ceaamaecer/sedamdeset 70 cyBota/ Saturday
ocamaecer/osamdeset 80 subota
AeBeaecer/devedeset 90 HeAera/ Sunday
cro/sto 100 nedjelja
xunasa/hiljada 1.000 For example:

V cyboty maem y OHOCKOITL.
U subotu idem u bioskop.
(On Saturday, I will go to the cinema.)

CyOoTOM 1 HEAEA>OM HE MOPAMO PAAUTH.

Subotom 1 nedjeljom ne moramo raditi.
(We don't have to work on Saturdays and Sundays.)
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Space for your own notes:
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